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1943 
 

Nov. 23: Enlisted.  Arrived at San Diego Marine Corps Base--
commenced boot training scheduled for nine weeks. 
 

Arrived at Camp Matthews Dec. 15th to train for rifle marksmanship.  
Score fired on record day: 293--sharpshooter. 
 

1944 
 

Arrived (back) at Camp Matthews to disband boot platoon--disbanded 
Jan. 15th. 
 

Camp (Elliot?): Arrived for line camp training Jan. 16th.  Appointed to 60 
mm mortar specialist school.  Member of Co. D. Inf. Bn. 
 
Inf. Bn.--Placed in fifty-second replacement Bn Feb. 28th.  Awaiting 
orders and shipment.  Refresher training course in progress. 
 
April 16th: Weighed anchor today about 1530 aboard the U.S.S. Robin 
Doncaster.*** 
 

April 28th: Traversed equator--initiated from Pollywog to Shellback. 
 

May 6th: Arrived in New Caledonia at capitol Noumea. 
 

May 28th: Arrived in Melbourne onboard the U.S.S. General Houze. 
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June 12th: Arrived in Guadacanal.  Army troops disembarked. 
 

June 15th: Arrived (Pavure Rus.Is.?).  Appointed to Co. G, 2nd Bn., 5th 
Marines, 1st Division.  Commenced training for new blitz, yet unknown--
.30 light machine gunner. 
 

August 26th: Leaving for first blitz today.  Anchored at Tulagi for fuel.  
On voyage, saw Florida and San Cristobol Islands.  Everyone's morale 
is very good. 
 

Estimated Japanese garrison on Peleliu 16,000--very modern and good 
equipment--unique emplacements.  Tokyo Rose broadcast says Japs 
have surprise in store for 1st Division. 
 

D-DAY--PELELIU--SEPT.  15 
 
1ST Marine Division invades Peleliu.  H-hour is at 0800.  I was in second 
wave.  Very strong opposition.  Japs fired everything imaginable at 
incoming waves.  Very strong casualties and much destruction all up 
and down the beachheads.  Made 75-yard gain by nightfall. 
 
(Not dated): Was wounded by Jap artillery and sniper on Sept. 19th 
(1944) in left foot, lower and upper left arm and left trunk.  Wounds were 
dressed by corpsman--administered two units of plasma, morphine and 
sulfa diazine.  Was moved to hospital ship off shore--U.S.S.Tryon.  Fifth 
day onboard, we weighed anchor with wounded. 
 
(Not dated): Arrived on Mannis to Advanced Base Hospital.  Five days 
treatment and then transferred to Los Negros by LCVP to await transfer 
by Ambulance Plane. 
 
(Not dated): Boarded C-47 Amb. Plane 0300.  Arrived on Guadacanal 
1130 to Mobile Hospital 108.  Was under treatment until able to be 
transferred. 
 
(Not dated): Boarded U.S.S. General Hershey 10/04--homeward bound.  
Arrived at San Francisco Oct. 20,  1944.  Was registered at Oak Knoll 
Naval Hospital in Oakland (CA.) 
 
Dec. 06: Began 25-day convalescent leave. 
 

1945 
 

Jan. 06: Had interview (see below) and picture taken for newspaper.  
 
Jun 15: Dismissed from hospital.  Transferred to WCRR--awaiting 
classification--appointed to Guard Detachment at Mojave, CA. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

***Interesting note: Several years later, the home in which I was raised was on Doncaster Way, 

near Robinhood. 
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Date                 Weighed Anchor            Date                 Dropped Anchor                   Miles 

4/16/44             San Diego                     5/06/44              New Caledonia                     8000    
5/28/44             New Caledonia             5/30/44              Melbourne, Aus.                     700  

6/06/44             Melbourne                    6/12/44              Guadacanal                            2000  
6/13/44             Guadacanal                   6/15/44              Pavure (?) Is.                           280  

8/28/44             Pavure                           9/15/44              Peleliu                                    5000  

9/22/44             Peleliu                           9/27/44              Admiralties                               500  
10/01/44            Mannis                         10/01/44             Los Negros                                35  
10/02/44            Los Negros                  10/02/44             Guadacanal                                
10/05/44            Guadacanal                 10/20/44             United States                         7000  
      

 

 
  


